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SIXTEENTH

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRONTE SOCIETY.

The meeting was held at Manchester on the 19th
of February, 1910, in the large Hall of the Athen~um.
The chair was taken at 3-30 p.m. by the Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Dr. Hopkinson, who was supported by
Dean Welldon, Professor Herford, Mrs. Leo Grindon,
Mr. H. Derwent Simpson, Mr. C. W. Sutton and others.

The Chairman, addressin~ a large audience, said it
was fitting that in Manchester they should have in memory
the great genius who found a sympathetic home in the
house of another great genius of whom Manchester would
ever be proud, Mrs. Gaskell. We fully recognise (the
Chairman went on), and I hope it will always be recog-
nised, that we must judge men and women of letters b}p
their production and not by trying to pry into the circum-
stances of their lives and surroundings, but we shall never
understand properly either the great genius of Charlotte
Bronte or the equal genius of her sister Emily unless
we have entered heartily into the spirit of the border
country between Lancashire and Yorkshire and those
wilds on which they were brought up. Without a know-
ledge of that country we shall not understand them, and
without a knowledge of them we shall never really have
that country fully interpreted to us. I would recommend
a pilgrimage to Haworth as a first step in the study of
Charlotte and Emily Bronte.

The Right Rev. J. E. C. Welldon, D.D., Dean of
Manchester, then delivered an address on "The Bronte
Familv in relation to Manchester." (See page 1+4).

Professor Herford, in proposing a vote of than~s to
the Dean, spoke of the memory of the Brontes as a bond
connecting the kindred populations on the two sides of
the Pennines. Manchester had special ties with the
Brontes. Mrs. Gaskell and Charlotte Bronte were sisters
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14%

in spirit, though "ith striking and important differences,
and that kinship of genius was one of the most fruitful in
the literary history of England in the nineteenth century.
There werepoints ofcontact where one, perhaps, influenced
the other which a Bronte Society did not need to have
rehearsed to it, but he might venture to recall the way in
which Charlotte Bronte in Shir/ty touched upon a field of
life which in Jane Eyre had lain altogether outside her
sphere, and to which Mrs. Gaskell had devoted Mary
Bar/on. Noone could pretend that to Charlotte Bronte
the painting of an industrial crisis and the life of the
industrial classes was as congenial as it was to Mrs.
Gaskell, or that her genius went out to it with the same
heartiness and intensity. Manchester had never been
painted so vividly in fiction as by Mrs. Gaskell, and
assuredly the West Riding bad never been made so full of
romance, tragedy, and passion as in the work of Charlotte
Bronte.

Mr. Derwent Simpson, who seconded the motion,
suggested that steps should be taken to retain tangible
evidence of the connection of Charlotte Bronte and Mrs.
Gaskell with Manchester. The house in Plymouth Grove
should be preserved for posterity.

It was ascertained by a question put to the meeting
that there were two persons present who had seen
members of the Bronte family. The Rev.Alfred Redman,
M.A., of Heywood, said he was baptised by the Rev.
Patrick Bronte, and when a child he was frequently taken
down to the church to see Mr. Bronte arrive just before
the sermon-time-he was not present for the whole of
the service. He could remember the big cravat that
completely hid the chin, and he also remembered that Mr.
Bronte's son-in ·law, Mr. Nicholls, helped him to reach
the top of the three-decker pulpit.

Mr. W. W. Yates (Dewsbury) gave two instances of
1\lr. Bronte's courage. Once he rescued a boy from
drowning in the flooded Calder, and on the occasion
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of a Dewsbury Sunday school procession he tackled
single - handed a noted cock - fighter and bully who
attempted to tum the children back.

Mrs. L. Grindon mentioned a suggestion that there
should be a statue in Manchester to Mrs. Gaskell and
Charlotte Bronte. She thought it would be most fitting
to have such a statue in the neighbourhood of Plymouth
Grove.

The Chairman also spoke approvingly of a per-
manent memorial of the connection of the Brontes with
Manchester. Perhaps the most treasured possession in
the University Library, he added, was the beautiful bust
of Mrs. Gaskell.

The Annual Meeting of the members of the Society
was held at 6 p.m., under the presidency of Mr. J. J. Stead,
Chairman of the Council.

The Annual Report and Balance Sheet was read by
the Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. T. Field, and adopted.

Sir Jabn Brigg, M.P., was re-elected President of the
Society, and Mr. J. J. Stead, Chairman.

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
E

xe
te

r]
 a

t 0
5:

13
 3

0 
M

ay
 2

01
6 


